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Answer io “ An Inquirer,” whose request 
was published in page 18. 

The definition of hell seems to be, gen-. 
erally, satisfactory to the candid and think- 
ing part of community. This subject has 
been, so largely, learnedly and dispassion- 
ately, discussed ; that but very few of the 
above described, candid and thinking men, 
are in doubt about it. It is believed that 
the idea of a place or state of endless mise- 
ry in the future world called hell, is inad- 
missable ; because it is unsupported by ei- 
ther rational arguments, or scripture author- 
ity. 

“Ivis likewise supposed, that as mankind 
have been deceived which respect to hell ; 
-so it is possible, that they may have been 
deceived, in many things, respecting heav- 
en: i. e. that many passages, which speak 
of heaven, and whose significations are con- 
fined to the material world or to the state 
of the hurch on earth, have been explain- 
‘ed as relating to the kingdom of bliss and 
glory hereafter. 
~ ‘This seems to be the query, in the mind of 
“ An Inquirer,” who has requested an ex- 
planation. We, hence, acknowledge, that 
this request is reasonable, and that an atten- 
tion to the subject may be useful. : 

Heaven is to be understood in a variety 
of senses, and is generally applicable to 
things material, or to the state of the church 
or individuals in this world. 

But in one sense, only, is it applicable to 
a mode of existence after this life. It is 
true that the word heaven is, sometimes, us- 
ed for God himself, and that sense of heaven 
applies to alltime past, presentand to come; 
because God never had a beginning, nor 
will he ever have an end. 

We will begin with material heavens. 

In the beginning God created the heaven 
and the earth. Gen. i. 1. Here heaven com- 
prehends the air, or atmosphere. And God 
called the firmament heaven. Gen. i. 8.— 
This firmament, which is called heaven,and 
that in which the stars, the sun and moon 
are placed, is nothing otherwise than a part 
of infinite space : although it appears, and 
undoubtedly is considered by a great part 


Moses, as a great and solid concavity, in 
which the heavenly bodies are fastened. | 
conzider the word firmament, to be used, 
not strictly in a philosophical sense, but ace. 
cording to the apprehension, which men 
would naturally entertain of it ; as tho’ the 
sun, moon and stars were supported in their 
elevations by an immense concavity, which 
was firm and solid : whereas, not only the 
earth hangs upon nothing in infinite space ; 

but itis equally the case, with all those 
wonderous worlds of light, which adorn the 

firmament. ‘This is evident from the con- 

sideration of the different distances of those 

bodies, which seem to be of an equal dis- 

tance. Thus the moon is less than one 

quarter ofa million of miles from us ; where- 

as the sunis ninety six millions of miles from 

us: i.e. more than 384 times furtber from 

us thanthe moon. 

The stars are at a much greater distance 
from us than the sun. 

The nearest fixed star is, at least, one 
hundred times farther from us than the sun. 
Such are stars of the first magnitude : those 
of the second, third, fourth, &c. are, un- 
doubtedly, as far beyond each other, as stars 
of the first magnitude are from the earth, or 
as stars of the second magnitude are from 
those of the first. 

‘Thus all that part of infinite space occu- 
pied by the sun, moon and stars, is called 
the firmament; and this firmamentis,by Mo- 
ses, called heaven. ‘Thus the heavens and 
the earth were finished. Gen. ii. 1. Heavens 
are here spoken in the plural number, com- 
prehending the atmosphere and the firma- 
ment, as the two heavens, which have been 
described. It is impossible for us to con- 
ceive how the firmament should be created 
or made ; and hence the making of the 
stars, by which the firmament was dicover- 
ed, seems to be the thing, which Moses in- 
tends by God’s making the firmament.— 
Hence, likewise, I consider the two heavens 
to be material heavens ; the first the place 
of winds, lightning, thunder, clouds and 
fowls ; the latter that part of space occu- 
pied by the material worlds of light. All 
|the expressions, under heaven, under the 





of mankind,and might be so considered by | 





heavens, under the whole heaven, are to be 
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understood in relation to the heavens,which 
have been described. The heaven of brass, 
relates to the atmosphere, when it is desti- 
tute of moisture, and impregnated with qual- 
ities destructive of the health of mankind. 









art under heaven has reference to the 
same idea of heaven, viz. the atmosphere. 

The hyperbolies, in which it is said that 
the cities of Canaan were great and walled 
j up to heaven, are only figures of speech, 
ewhich, by outflying the truth, represents 
those walls to be very high. 

Solomon, at the dedication of the temple, 

ae (2 Chron. vi. 18.) says, Behold, heaven, 

and the heaven of heavens cannot contain 
es thee. , 
‘The heaven and heavens here spoken of, 
are no doubt, the atmosphere and the firm- 
. ament, which we have described : but the 
i heaven of heavens, seems to be the dwelling 
place of God’s peculiar presence. This I 
gather from the 21 verse; “ hear thou 
from thy dwelling place, even from heaven.” 

This is parrailel with the third heaven to 
which Paul said he was caught. 2 Corinth. 
mii. 2. Such an one caught up to the third 
heaven. In verse 4, he makes this third 
heaven to be paradise. ‘Flow that le was 
caught up into paradise.” 

Heaven is mentioned, in some places, as 
signifying God himself. Thus Danicl,iv. 
26. “After that thou shalt have kuown that 
the heavens do rule, i. e. God does rule. So 
Luke, xv. 21. Thave sinned against heav- 
en, i. €. against God. 

Heaven is put for the angels in heaven. 
So Job, xv. 15. Theheavens are not clean 
in thy sight ; i.e. the angels, who dwell in 
in heaven are not pure, simply, perfecily 
and comparatively to God. 

Heavenis put for the visible church on 
earth. Rev. xii. 7,9. There was war in 
heaven. ~ This heaven cannot be the atmos- 
phere, nor firmament ; it cannot be the 
heaven of glory, or dw elling place of God’ 5 
peculiar presence, because every idea of the 
heaven of bliss and glory, argues, that war 
and bloodshed would be ntterly incompati- 
ble with sach a state of existence. 

Hence war in heaven must mean war in 
4 the visible church on earth. 

Heaven is taken for great glory and royal 
majesty. Isa. xiv. 12. How art thou fallen 
from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! 
This is spoken of the overthrow of the king 









king of Babylon, i is here ealled heaven ; and 





The lightning, which cometh fronr one ; 
part under heaven and shineth to another | 


bincrease of the 


of Babylon by the Medes and Persians.— | 
We The exalted height and royal majesty of the 
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his destruction is represented as his falling’ 
from heaven. So, likewise, the great spir- 
itual privileges of men in this life, are con- 
sidered as heaven, or an exaltation to heav- 
en. And thou Capernaum, which art ex- 
alted to heaven, &c. Mat. xi. 23. And hast 
made. us sit together in heavenly places ir 
Christ. Eph.i. 20. The beggar was Car- 
ried by angels into Abraham’s bosom : i. e, 
the Gentiles were, by the ministry of the a 
postles and others, bronght to the enjoyment 
of the blessings and privilege S, promised to 
Abraham, which are the blessings and pre- 
vileges of the Gospel in this lite. Thus J 
have gone through with the several ideas of 
heaven, or the several senses,in which heay- 
en is to be understood. 

We will now speak of heaven as a kine- 
dom. 

{n scripture we read, 

Fiyst, Of the kingdom of God. 1. 
power. Psalms cxiv. 12,13. To make 
known to the sons of men his mighty acts, 
and the glorious majesty of his kingdom, 


ny 
Oe 


Of his 


&c. 2. Of his grace. Matt. iv. 23. vi. 10, 
33. ‘Thy kingdom come. But seek ye- 


first the kingdom of God, &c. referring to 
the kingdom of God in this life. 3. Of his 
glory. Luke, xxii. 26. I will not eat any 
more thereof, until it be fulfilled inthe king- 
dom of God, i i. ec. of glory. 1. Cor. vi. 9. 

Secondly, Of the kingdom of Chirist.— 
Matth. xvi. 28. Col.i. 13. 

Thirdly, ‘The kingdom of heaven, signi- 
fying, 1. the state of the church under the 
gospels; or, the kingdom of the Messiah, 
wherein great spiritual blessings and privi- 
leges were to be bestowed. Matt. tii. 2. 
Repent ye for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand. ‘Phe visible chureh itself, which 
is heavenly and prepares for the kingdom 
of glory. Mat. v. 19, 20, xiii. 47. 

Whosoever, therefore, shall break one of 
these least commandments, ai. shall teach 
men so, he shall be called the least in the 
kingdom of heaven ; but whosoever shal | 
do and teach them, the same shall be called 
great inthe kingdom of heave D, 1.@. In the 
church. Thus the kingdom of heaven or 
visibie church is likened unto a man sowins 
good seed in his field; and while mem slept 
his enemy came and sowed tares. It is 
likened to a grain of mustard seed: to leav- 
en: to a treasure hid in a ficld: toa mer- 
chant man, seeking goodly pearls, &c. to a 
net, &e. &c. all which deseribe the state and 
visible church on earth +: or, 


in other words, the kingdom of heaven.— 
This is that kingdom spoken of by Daniel, 
chap. tl. Ad, 


And inthe days of these kings 
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shall the God of heaven sct up’ a-kingdom, and whose types and figures have their full 
which shall never be destroyed : this king- accomplishment under the dispensation of 
dom is the visible church ; its perpetuity is the gospel. ‘l'hus the church in all ages, 

that it should never be destroyed; and its and under every dispensation, has been ‘the 
increase is represented as a stone cut ourof same church or kingdom of God, or of heav- 

the mountain, which stone was small in its en. It was the God of heaven, who set up 
beginning, but increased ti it became’. a_ this kingdom, who has supported it and 
great mountain and filled the whole world. will continue to support it; hence, with 
This is, likewise, that Kingdom, which propriety it is called after his name, or aftes 
Christ shall deliver up to God, even the the.place of his abode. 

Father ; when he shall have put down all! We may clearly see from what has been 
rule and all authority and power, andwhen_ said, how the following passage is to be un: 
God will be all in all. 1 Corinth. xv. 24, ‘derstood. « Many shall come from the 
28. 4. The kingdom of heaven signifies | east, and from the west, from the north and 
the place of eternal happiness and glory.—' ‘from the south, and shall sit down with A- 
Matt. v. 10, Blessed are they, that are per- 'braham, and Isaac and Jacob, in the king- 
secuted for ‘righteousness sake, for theirs is; dom of God, and the children of the king- 
the kingdom of heaven. dom'shall be cast out.” 

Fourthly, We read of akingdom ofj ‘The many who come from the four car- 
priests. Exod. xix. 6. And ye shall be un-! dinal points, were the gentiles ; their sitting 
tome «a kingdom of priests and an ho-/ down with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in 
ly nation. 1 Peter, ii. 9. But ye are a cho-| the kingdom of God, means their embracimg 
sen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy |and enjoying christianity. The children 
nation, &c. of the kingdom were the Jews; their cas- 

Lastly, We read of a kingdom of men.— j ting out, was their rejection and dispersion 3 
‘Dan. v. 21. And he (Belshazzar) was driv- the time when all this took place, was at the 
en from the sons of men: and his heart was | destruction of Jerusalem and the temple. 
made like the beasts, and his dwelling was The rich man and Lazarus is perfeetly 
with the wild asses: they fed him with grass | parallel with the above—The rich man rv 
like oxen, and his body was wet with the] resenting the Jewish high priesthood «...u 
dews of heaven 5 ull he knew that the most | nation. Tis death means their rejection a 
high God ruled in the kingdom of men,and | a visible covenant people ;_ his lifting up his 
that ke appointeth over it, whomsocver he] eyes in torment, means their continual dis- 
will. appointment as to the coming of the Messi- 

This kingdom was the Babylonian ;—j ah, together with their severe persecutions 
which, for its extent, was considercd the} and suflerings as a separate and scattercd 
only civil kingdom on Earth, and is there-; people. 
fore called the kingdom of men. The beggar or Lazarus represents the 

Thus we have spoken of heaven, and the} Gentiles from all points of the compass.— 
kingdom of heavens, in their various signi-| His death means their despairing of true 
fications, and briefly shewn to what they | peace and rest in their former idolatrous 





apply. worship. Ifis being carried into Abraham’s 
REMARKS. bosom, means their being gathered, by the 


It affords us pleasure, that our correspon-| ministry of the Apostles and others, into 
dent has requested an explanation of this xi gospel privileges and blessings promised 
subject. On examination, it affords more Abraham in the singdom of heaven or 
variety of application than was contemplat- ied dispensation. In Matt. xxv. 46, we 
ed. and no doubt, will be found of great use) have another, perfectly parallel case ; and 
in understanding the subject, which treats | these (the Jews or goats ) shall go away in- 
of heaven, the king of heaven, &c. to everlasting punishment; i. e. shall be 

It is true, that the church in all ages, is, broken off and rejected; but the righteous 
properly to be considered the kingdom of , (all belicvers, both Gentiles and Jews) in- 
God, or of heaven. The legal dispensation, | to everlasting life, or the kingdom of heav- 
with the privileges it contained, was the rea-| en, or Abraham’s besom, which is the gos- 
son why our Saviour called the Jews, the | pel and its blessings here. 
children of the kingdom, children of what! The time would fail me to go into a par- 
Aingdom ? Ans. the children of the king- | ticular application of the many scriptures, 
dom of God, or heaven 3 or, which is the | which may be casfy and fairly undersiocd 
same thing, members of the visible church ; | by the application of the word heaven and 
whose shade “ws looked to the substance, | tlie phrase kingdom of neaven: but as J 
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haye already been, perhaps, too prolix; I 
conclude by requiring every one in reading 
the scriptures, to realize the importance of 
understanding, terms, and giving their due 


application.—EDIToR. — 
(To be continued. ) 





To the Rev. D. Bancocx, of Buffalo. 
EXAMINATION OF THE EpiscopaL CatTE- 
cnism, &c. 

. Extract, pages 3, A. 

“Q. Waar is your name ? 

A. N. or M. 

Q. Who gave you this name ? 

A. My Sponsors in Baptism ; wherein I 
was made a member of Christ, the child of 
God, and an inheritor of the kingdomof 
heaven. 

Q. What did your Sponsors then for you? 

A. They did promise and vow three 
things in my name: First, that I should re- 
nounce the devil and all his works, the 
pomps and vanities of this wicked world, 
and all the sinful lusts of the flesh: Second- 
ly, that I should believe all the Articles oy 
the Christian Faith: And thirdly, That f 
should keep God’s holy will and command- 
ments, and walk in the same all the days of 
my life. 

Q. Dost thoy not think that thou art 
bound to believe, and to do, as they have 
promised for thee ? 

A. Yes, verily; and by God’s help so I 
will. And TI heartily thank our heavenly 
Father, that he hath called me to this state 
of salvation, through Jesus Christ our Sa- 
viour. And I pray unto God to give me 
his grace, that I may continue in the same 
unto my life’s end. 

Catechist. Rehearse the Articles of thy 
belief. 

A. I believe in God the Father Almigh- 


ty, Maker of heaven and earth: 


* # * - * * 


I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy 
Catholic Church; the Communion of Saints; 


the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of 


the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Q. What dost thou chiefly learn in these 
Articles of thy belief? 

A. First, l learn to believe in God the 
Father, who hath made me and all the 
world. 

Secondly, in God the Son, who hath re- 
deemed me and all mankind. 

Thirdly, in God the Holy Ghost, who 
sanctifieth me and all the people of God.” 





ed by every person before he be brought-to. 
be confirmed by the Bishop.” You teach. 
the person to say that by baptism he is 

made a member of Christ, the child of God, 
and an inheritor of the kinedom of heaven. 

This, Sir, is sweeping work, and certainly 

effecting a great deal, with a little. Pray, 

Sir, are not all persons members of Christ 

and children of God? What other original 

parent have any of us except God? Was 

not Christ given for the whole world? But, 

you say by baptism « person is.made to in- 

herit the kingdom of iivaven, This a per- 

son wishing to join, your church must repeat 

to you. Let me now ask what object a 

person can have in joining your church, if 
he really believes this? The only object 
that you urge in favor of joining your church, 
or of virtue and holisess in this world is to 

gain heaven by it. Now, if baptism will of 
itself gain us heaven, all your church meet- 
ings, festivals, fasts, and whatever else you 

do, called religion or religious rites and 

worship must pass. for nothing—it is all 

thrown away. But I pass on, for you see 
the absurdity. You ask the person, ** What 
did your sponsors for you?” The answer 
among other things is, “that I should be- 
lieve all the articles of the Christian Faith.’* 
What do you call articles of the Christian 
Faith? The answer to this is to be found in 
what you subsequently teach as such. Of 
these I shall speak in their place. You 
next ask if the person docs not think he is 
bound to believe and do as they have prom- 
ised he shall; and to this he is ob/iged, if 
if he would get into the church, to answer, 
“Yes, verily,” Is it possible, Mr. 
Babcock, that you have lived to the age ot 
manhood, and have not learned that a mau 
has no choice of belief, independent of the 
evidences upon which his belief rests ? Sup- 
pose I were to tell you that the cloth coat 
you have on is made of fig leaves: can you 
believe it? After looking at the cloth, is it 
possible for you to believe what I have told 
you? No: your senses tell you it is made 
of wool, and you cannor, if you would, be- 
lieve it is fig leaves. How irreligious, then, 
it must be in you to tell a man he is bound 
to believe and do as others have bargained 
that he SHALL. I tell you, Sir, without 
fear of contradiction, that evidence is the 
basis of belief; and therefore no man is 
“bound” to belicve as some other one has 
said he shall ; for it is highly probable that 
when he comes to act for himself he wil! 
not be able to do what you say he is ‘bound? 


&7c. 





These passages are taken from that part 
of the book which, say you, is “ to be learn- 


sume, 


to do! You see the solecism, Sir, 1 prer 
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Next comes, “ Rehearse the articles of 
shy belief,” and this is followed with what 
is called “ creed” in the language of your 
Prayer Book, (part of which, only, I have 
quoted) and which teaches some strange 
things. Among others is “I believe in the 
Holy Catholic Caurch.” What means 
Catholic ? Walker says it means “ Univer- 
sal, or general.” Do you meen by this to 
say that ail men will be saved? or what are 
we to understand by it? Certainly no one 
church can be said to be universal or gen- 
eral, in the United States. In England 
where your doctrine is supported by /aw 
the passage migh: have a meaning, but it 
should, for your own sake, be left out here. 
Again: “1 believe in the resurrection of the 
body,” &c. What body is this?) Do you 
mean to say, Sir, that the body you now 
haye will ever be raised as yours, after it is 
laid in the grave? This isthe reading 5 but 
really you must be a poor chymist to be- 
lieve it. , You have not the same body, in 
all its parts to-day that you had yesterday 
—some particles have escaped through the 
pores of the skin, and other ways ; so that 
the same particles of matter may and do 
form parts of different bodies, in the course 
of time. Mark, in case of fever, how soon 
a robust habit is reduced to a squallid mea- 
ere one. Tow is this? Why disease has 
lone it—part of the sick man’s body has 
- gone: and when he recovers, seehow soon, 
by eating nourishing food, he regains his 
former size and weight. Has he the same 
body now he had before his sickness? I 
jcave you to answer. In telling what he 
learns by this “ creed,” the person is made 
jo say he has learned to believe in “ God the 
Sen, who hath redeemed me and ALL MAN- 
xinp.” He says, also, that God the Fa- 
ther made all men, and that God the Holy 
Ghost sanctifies all the people of God.— 
Here is a full, broad and ugequivocal decla- 
vation of belief in Universal Salvation ; 
which, however, is several times just as 
plainly contradicted—and even more plain- 
ly avowed, too—in subsequent parts of the 
hook under consideration. 

A, UNIVERSALIST. 
(To be continued. ) 





For the Gospel Advocate. 
The Immutability of the Moral Law. 


The law of God is immutable; and its 
obligations are eternal. Even in hell, if in- 


telligence beings are there—there also will 
the invariable demand of the law be heard 
—-Thou shalt worship. the Lord thy God. 





; 
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and him only shalt thou serve. Therefore, 
there can never come from God, a mandate 
for us to serve the devil, or to continue in 
sin. 

Sinners sin, because they mistake the way 
of happiness: But it is not possible that 
love and mercy, shall ever prevent his chil- 
dren returying from their waysof folly, and 
to their duty, and happiness, when they. 
see their error. Love, cannot oppose 
their return ; for love can do nothing con- 
trary to the final happiness of the objects 
beloved. Mercy cannot withstand for it 
would be in every sense contrary to the at- 
tribute. 


It is because that the law is holy, just and. 
good, that justice commands our obedience 
toit. Amd the transgressing the law once, 
or a hundred times, by no means lessens 
our present or future obligations to obey. 


If justice ever required perfect holiness 5 
it doth now—and if it doth now, it eternally 
will—and to put it out of the creature’s po- 
wer to yield obedience, and still make the 
demand, would be unjust, and would des- 
troy the attributes of justice forever. 


And because justice can never be unjust 
—neither can it remain eternally dissatisfi-. 
ed. And nothing but perfect obedience 
from every creature can satisfy—there be- 


ing no intimation given of a substitute, we 


may with certainty infer, that not one jot or. 
tittle of the law shall fail, but all shall be. 
fulfilled according to the words of Christ, 
and the end of the commandment be obtain- 
ed which is charity out of a pure heart. 

But if God will have all to be saved ; and 
justice will have the greatest part eternally 
damned; who, on the limitarian side is able 
to answer and clear the difficulty? For, on 
the most favorable construction, he would 
be willing that justice should be entirely 
frustrated of its demands : or, is not willing 
that justice should not take place upon the 
sinner. Is not this like a house divided a- 
gainst itself ? 

You say that God would be wliling that 
all should be saved, if they would return to 
obedicnce. And would not justice be will- 
ing likewise? For obedience is the very 
thing that justice demands. By limitarians 
justice is represented at variance with itself. 
Dissatisfied because of our sins, but will 
presently require us to be sinners eternally! 
And for satisfaction, because of our sins,de- 
mands our endless punishment, which satis. 
faction never can arrive until endless is end- 
ed, and eternity passed away. 

But the law never can ke satisfied with, 
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transgression, so justice can never be satis- 
fied with our unjustifiable disobedience. 
Until my opponents can point out and 
prove two ways of fulfilling the law, one by 
disobedience, and the other by transgression 
and punishment; their arguments will be 
like chaff before the wind ; for until heaven 
and earth pass not one jot or tittle of the law 
shall fail, but all shall be fulfilled. “ This 
(saith Dr. Dwight) is no other than a dec- 


laration that he will sooner annihilate the 


whole creation, than consent to give up his 
law.” Were he to give up his law in any 
instance, and with respect to any being, he 
must recede from governing the universe by 
a perfect rule, and ina perfect MANNET....004. 
‘This would be to deny himself. The inju- 
ry thus done to his charaeter would be infi- 
nite; nor can any hounds be set to the mis- 
chiefs which in such a case would accrue to 
the universe. 

“ The law of the Lord, (saith the Psalm- 
ist) is pure, converting the soul. ‘The tes- 
timony of the Lord is sure, making wise 
tle simple. ‘The commandment of the Lord 
is pure, enlightening the eyes.” ‘This is a 
little different in effect from driving to end- 
Jess punishment. 

You say that Christ died to satisfy divine 
justice, then divine justice must be satisfied 
—and cannot of course require the endless 
misery of uny ‘one for satisfaction. What 
then shall oppose the sinner’s salyation ? 

(‘The honor of God is secured in his man- 
ifestation of his hatred of sin, by the suffer- 
ings of Jesus Christ.) 

And doth not justice require, that salva- 
tion be extensive gnd universal as the satis- 
faction by the merits of Christ? And if by 
his obedience, Ceath, and suderings, he pur- 
chased all mankind, and his merit is suffi- 
cient for their salvation, what can justice 
withhold, and what can be rendered to 
Christ, less than the merit, and purchase of 
his blood? Therefore, universal salvation 
is required in justice to the purchase and 
merit of Christ. 

It is a point of general consent that the 
laws of Ged are every way calculated to 
promote the highest glory of the lawgiver, 
and if obeyed to bring ‘about the greatest 
possible happiness to the universe. Neith- 
ercan it be made to appear by any one that 
there is any other possible way for happi- 
ness to alrive, and be secured to the intelli- 
gent system), and God be elorified, but by o- 
beying that law which was given for the 


very purpose of being obey ed, and consum- | 
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give up this law would be to sacrifice his 
own glory, and happiness of his intelligent 
creation.” ‘These united constitute the ve. 
ry end for which the heavens and the earth 
were made. “The law of God proposes, 
and accomplishes the best possible end ; the 
only ultimate good is happines. Perfect 
happiness is perfect good ; or in ether words 
includes whatever is desirable : and this is 
the good which the divine law, proposes as 
its own proper and supreme end. (Dr, 
Dwight’s ser:non, 91.) 

“The Law of God is, and must of neces- 
sity be, a rule of aetion for an immense mul- 
titude of beings, that is for the whole intelli- 
gent universe throughout eternity.” “ No- 
thing can be so honorable to God as to sit 
at the head of an immense and eternal king- 
dom composed of subjects who love him 
with all the heart and each other as them- 
selves: a king therefore of perfect order, 
harmony and rectitude. But these immense 
blessings are secured as well as guaranteed 
by this law.” | 

(Dr. Dwight’s sermon, 54.) 

Universal obedience is secured to the law 
by the oath of God, recorded Isa. xly. 23. 
I have sworn by myself, the word is gone 
out of my mouth in righteousness and shall 
not return, that unto me every kaee shall 
bow and every tongue shall swear. Paul 
probably citing the same passage, saith that 
at the name of Jesus every knee shonld bow, 
of things in ieaven and things in earth, and 
things under the earth. And that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord to the glory of God the Father Phil. 
ii. 10, 17. In this passage, (saith Dr. 
Dwight, sermon 37,) “all things celestial, 
terrestrial, and subterranean, (as it is in the 
original,) are required to bow the knee to 
Christ and to confess him Lord. ,To bow 
the knee is a well known phraseology to de- 
note religious worship.” And in coufirma- 
tion of this idea, quotes what God said to 
Elijah—*“ I have reserved to myself,’ &e. 
And Paul—I bow the knee to the Father 
of all Mercies, &c. Swear to God, men- 
tioned Isaiah 45, and in Romans 14, quot- 
edi confess, are of the same meaning origin- 
ally. ‘The same is also profess to God....... 
To ascribe to Jehovah, salvation #nd power 
—(the thing which the apostle informs us 
is the same with confessing that Chirist is 
Lord,) and to bow the knee when making 
that ascription is undoubtedly religious wor- 
ship, ifany thing is,” 

We contend, that the fulfilling of the law, 


mating the happiness of the universe 3 and, is nothing short of perfect obedience to that 
the manifestation of the glory ef God. “To! law. But some to eyade the force of those 
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rguments,and gain amomentary relief from 
heir weight, will say that Christ hath ful- 
illed the law. We admit that he did. But 
did he fulfillit for the world of mankind, so 
hat the law hath no demand, and is not 


lage :—F or we must be under the law as a 
schoolmaster, untill we arrive to Christ,-by 
the only way of holiness; or of perfect obe- 
dience. The law is then fulfillei—bath 
done its office—the end of the command- 
ow obligatory uponthem? This certain-| ment ts obtained—and such an one may be 
; you will not allow ; for it is well known | introduced into the immediate presence of 
» the contrary. Did he then by his per-| the captain of his salvation, who reigneth in 
ct cbedience fulfill the law for the elect ?! glory. c 

ome say thatthe did. Are then the electun-; “ All the services of all intelligent creas 
ler no obligation to obey that law as a rule tures are due to their God throughout every 
flife? Ovyes, you say they are. What) moment of their existence.” If it is justly 
hen do you mean by Christ falfilting the | due then it is a debt of justice, which must 
aw? Did he then fulfill the law to pur-| be paid before justice can be satisfied. And 
-hase for the elect an indulgence, that they | if from every creature under heaven, Christ 
night live in sin, and not receive its wages is worthy to receive glory, honor, praise, 























which is death ? 
Nay my brethren, if you have such ideas, 
‘cu are the wrong side of the Cloudy Pillow, 
nd towards the land of servitude and bond- 
we, surrounded with Egyptian darkness. 
‘For without holiness no man shall see the 
ord. Holiness every person at all acquaint- 
-d with the scriptures knows, is nothing but 
bedience to the law. Without this obedi- 
nce then a person who is the subject of faith 
nd of consequent justification if we were to, 
uppose such a case, would never see the 
Lord.” (Dr. Dwight.) 

But in adverting to the fulfilling of the law 
yy the perfect obedicnce of our Saviour— 


and thanksgiving, then he cught to receive 
| it—and justice requires that he should, and 
can bever in this, or any other case be satis- 
fied, short of what it requires. Andina 
general restoration when every thing shall 
be, as it should be, every creature in the 
grand intelligent system, shall then unite in 
that anthem of universal praise, saying, 
Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, 
be unto him that sitteth upon the the throne, 


and unto the lamb, for ever and ever. 
S. M. ROSE. 








INQUISITION. 
This horvid tribunal was first instituted 





e find that you allow that the fulfilling of 
he law is by perfect obedience: the point j 
ur which we contend 3 that neither trans- | 
ression, damnation, or punishment; but 
miversal and pefect obedience only is the 
ulfilling of the law of God. For universal 
alvation, is neither more nor less than the 
uifilling the law; ana the fulfilling the law 
s universal salvation. 

“Christ in his own obedience showed 
hat the law is perfectly obeyed by man- 
ind. If he with the same natural powers 
vhich we possess, could obey the law, obe-; 
licence is certainly practicable to us. And | 
‘very christian is bound by his profession 
o follow the example of Christ, and to over 
eine sin in himself,as Christ overcame,and | 
ntered into rest.” (Dr. Dwight.) 
The plea that we cannot live without sia, | 











---— 


— 


by Po» Innocent II, about the year 1200. 
It was first introduced into Spainabout the 
year #231, and was svfliciently active and 
intolerant in that country until 1481, when 
Ferdinand V. and Pope Sextus LV. estab- 
lished what is called the modern Inquisition, 
under the direction of the Inquisitors Gen- 
eral, with a host of subordinate officers.— 
The number of the victims of the Inquisi- 
tion m Spain, under 45 Inquisitors General, 
between the years 1481 and 1820: 

Burnt alive $4,658 

Burnt in efligy 8,049 

Condemned to the galleys or 

to confinement 288,214 

The sum total, therefore, of the victims 
of the Inquisition in Spain, between 1481 
and 1820, amounts the 340,922, exclusive 


sa delusion of the devil, and if from that of a very considerable number of persons 
hilverse spirit which worketh in the hearts 'who have been imprisoned, condemned te 
1 the disobedient, and is an enemy to the: the galleys, or exiled from. Spain under the 
‘ross of Christ, and a life ofboiiness. This reign of Ferdinand VII, the present sove- 
sort of prefesscrs plead that they are not; reign of that unhappy country. More tham 
inder law 3 but under grace. Let me just | five millions of inhabitants have disappear- 
emind such; that if they cannot live with-| ed from Spain since the Hely Office has 
ut sins they cannot die without it; conse-| exerted its terrible ministry. Verily, “ the 
nently must die in their sins; and must | ¢ender mercies of the wicked cre CRU- 
bass tate another state of disciplinary tute-! Ff, 1” 















GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 








ORTHODOX SLANDER. 

The following, first published in the Mir- 
‘ror, is copied from the Boston Recorder, a 
publication devoted to the interests of men 
who “ make merchandize” of souls. ‘This 
attempt “ cunningly to devise fables,” and 
mislead the mind of the public relative to 
the principles of their religious opponents, 
is dishonest, dishonorable, and wicked.— 
Universalists are the only people we know, 
who contend there zs.a hell for all sinners, 
from which there isno escape. They de- 
clare in the impressive language | of the 
prophet (Psa. ix.17.) “ The wicked shall 
be turned into Hell ; all the nations that for- 
get God.” Who are those, who teach,that 
the wicked, if they repent, shall not be turn- 
ed into hell ? Who teach, that the non-elect 
only shall be turned into hell ? ‘That the 
elect, however wicked they may be, howev- 
er they may forget God, shall be saved from 
hell, and go unpunished? If these Hell- 
preachers believed the wicked would be 
turned into hell, we thmk they would bridle 
their tongues some times.—Gosp. Her. 

“ Heaven and Hell.—If we are to believe 
there is no such place as hell, we must be- 
fieve also, that there is no such place as 
heaven. Heaven most certainly is not pre- 
cisely such a place as the clouds, or sky ; 
nor is hell such a place precisely as a dark, 
terrible, bottomless pit, or a lake of fire.— 
Heaven actually exists, and God decribes it 
by comparing it to the sky, the nobles! ob- 
ject which all men see. After thé same 
manner he describes hell, by comparing it 
to the grave, a pit, outer darkness, &c. But 
if heaven far exceeds in glory the skies 
which we behold, let the careless sinner 
tremble while he considers what hell must 
be, to represent which the most gloomy and 
dreadful of all natural objects are utterly in- 
adequate.” 
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Prom the Philadelphia Daily Advertiser. 
THE SANCTUARY. 


I see thy towering turrets rise 3 
Tsee thy spacious walls sublime ; 
Thy radiance gilds the azure skies, 
For their religion’s glories shine. 
*Vith sdlemn step I enter in 
Thy sacred dome, to worship given ; 
There niortals pray for rest from sin, 
And saints enjoy the bliss of heaven. 
Mow blest the theme which prayer employs, 
How ardent is its kindling flame ; 
Wrapt in its power, the soul enjovs 
The peace whieh crowns the Christain’s 
naner 


——- 





Ae 


How sweet the heavenly song of praise ! 


Its solemn echo charms ‘the ear ; 
Thus saints in heaven their songs shall raisa 
And no discordant sounds appear. 


Religion ! may thy influence shed 
Its beams enliv’ning o’er the earth ; 
To man, the joyful tidings spread, 
Salvation, by a Saviour’s birth. 





REQUEST. 

As we are desirous of making outa Bic. 
graphical Sketch of our late esteemed Brot). 
er ELNATUAN WINCHESTER, We earnestly 
solicit from our friends, particularly fro 
those in Philadelphia, New-York and Han. 
ford, all the information which they cap 
give us of him, of the events of his life, ¢: 
his religious labors and successes. What 
ever be the information of this kind, whic’ 
our friends possess or will procure for us, } 
would be most gratefully received by 

Tie Editors of the Boston Magazine. 





Anorurn New Pusiication. 

We have received the first number of 
religious paper, entitled “ Rochester Mag. 
azine, and Theological Review,’ edited by 

Rey. John S. Thompson. It is to be devo- 
ted to the dissemination of enlightened rei: 
gious sentiments, and from the natural an 
acquired abilities of the editor we may €:- 
pect much. 

The a60vé work’is to be published monil- 
ly, at $1 per annum, payable in advance 
Each number contaius sixteen pages 8vo. 





Between two or three million of doliur 
worth of books are annually published ir 
the United States. 

NOTICE. 

The annual meeting of the First Univer- 
salist Socicty, of the Village of Buffalo, wil 
ibe holden at the Court House, on Tuesday 
‘the 10th ?nst. at 7 o’clock, P. M. 

A punctual and general attendance iss 





licited. 

Feb. 6, 1824. 

Xs ‘A Sincere Inquirer’ is receives 
and shall be answered in our next. 





————— 





PUBLISHED EVERY FRIDAY, AT TWO DOLLASS 
PER ANNUM, PAYABLE HALF YEARLY 
EN ADVANCE.—Hi. Ae SALISBURY) 
PRINTER. 
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